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INTRODUCTION
Vaccines save lives. We know that vaccination is the most effective way to protect against
infectious diseases.
COVID-19 has changed our lives and changed the world.
The only path we have out of this pandemic, and the devastation it has caused, is by
protecting ourselves against COVID-19.
The Department of Health is committed to making information about COVID-19 vaccines
available to everyone in Australia, including Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.

This stakeholder pack includes resources on the latest COVID-19 vaccine information.
You are receiving this pack because you are a key stakeholder with valuable
connections in your community.

YOU CAN PLAY A VITAL ROLE
We need your support to help encourage your Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander clients,
partners and employees to receive their COVID-19 vaccine, because we’re not safe, until we’re
all safe.
Businesses and organisations will play a vital role in the success of this program as
an influential and trusted voice for their employees, clients, partners and stakeholders.
This kit includes talking points and links to materials such as videos, posters, factsheets, social
content and a link to our newsletter content.
We encourage you to use the resources provided in this kit to help spread the message of the
importance of vaccination, to encourage people to look for accurate information from trusted
sources and to lead by example in promoting the vaccination for the benefit of businesses and
communities.

WHY IT’S IMPORTANT FOR
ABORIGINAL & TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER peoples
TO GET VACCINATED
The Australian Government has been advised by medical experts about priority groups, and
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples fall into this important category.
This is because there is a higher risk of getting and becoming very sick from COVID-19 due
to a number of factors.
This may include a higher rate of chronic health conditions and in some cases, crowded
living conditions, which increase the risk of spreading the infection.

HOW YOU CAN HELP RAISE AWARENESS
The Therapeutic Goods Administration (TGA) has implemented arrangements to facilitate
the communication of information about approved COVID-19 vaccines. These arrangements
permit health professionals, businesses, organisations and media outlets to develop their
own materials about TGA approved COVID-19 vaccines.
The arrangements, which will be in place until the end of 2022, give health
professionals and Australian businesses/organisations more flexibility to contribute
to the national conversation about vaccination.
Under these arrangements, organisations can generate their own informational materials to
support COVID-19 vaccination, provided the content is consistent with Government
messaging, and does not contain:
• references to specific brands of vaccines, or compare different COVID-19 vaccines
• statements that COVID-19 vaccines cannot cause harm or have no side effects
• any statement that is false or misleading
• promotion of any vaccine that has not been approved by the TGA.

TALKING POINTS
• It’s important that everyone protect themselves against COVID-19 as soon as they can.
• You can find lots of reasons not to have a COVID-19 vaccination, but there’s even more reasons to
have the vaccine, like your family, friends and community. Because the people you care about are the
best reasons to get vaccinated.
• Don’t wait for COVID-19 to get into your communities, get vaccinated now.
• Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples who are 12 years and older are eligible for COVID-19
vaccination.
• Australia’s approved vaccines are very effective at preventing severe illness from COVID-19.
• Vaccines are the best chance we have to help end the pandemic.
• There are 7,262 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples who have caught COVID-19 since the
beginning of the pandemic (as of 4 November 2021).
• There are 309,014 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples (51.5% of people aged 12+ years)
who are now fully vaccinated against COVID-19, and 381,334 (63.5% of people aged 12+ years) who
have received at least one dose (as of 7 November 2021).

TALKING POINTS (CONTINUED)
• Make sure you check where your information is coming from - don’t trust everything you see
on social media.
• Talk to your local healthcare worker or visit health.gov.au for reliable and evidence-based
information.
• There is also a dedicated service to provide support to people with disability, their carers,
and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.
Access the service by calling the
National Coronavirus Helpline on 1800 020 080 and choosing option 5.
The line operates 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.
• The dedicated team are available to provide detailed advice and support to callers,
including step by step assistance to book their vaccination appointment.

COMMON QUESTIONS
The Department of Health website has a list of the most common questions and answers
regarding COVID-19 and the vaccination.
This is an important resource that you can refer your employees, partners, clients and
stakeholders to:

health.gov.au/resources/publications/covid-19-vaccination-common-questionsaboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-peoples.

YOUR RESOURCES
These resources are available for your use, to help you talk with your employees,
partners, clients and stakeholders about COVID-19 vaccination.

INFORMATIVE VIDEOS

Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander
healthcare workers talking about
the COVID-19 vaccines
ACCESS HERE

Everyday Aboriginal & Torres Strait
Islander peoples getting vaccinated
and sharing their stories and
personal reasons
ACCESS HERE

Animation explaining what to expect when
getting your COVID-19 vaccine
Also available in language

ACCESS HERE

Local community
leader from an
outbreak area in
regional NSW, talking
about how COVID-19
has impacted their
community.
ACCESS HERE

Dr Lucas De Toca: Why should I get
vaccinated if I can still get COVID-19?
ACCESS HERE
Dr Lucas De Toca: Why do I have to give
consent before having my COVID-19
vaccine?
ACCESS HERE

SOCIAL MEDIA
If you’ve had your first dose of the #COVID19 #vaccine, you’re halfway there!
Two doses of the same COVID-19 vaccine provides really good protection,
especially against severe disease.
Without the second dose, your body will not be able to fight COVID-19 as
effectively. Have a yarn with your healthcare worker today to get your
#seconddose.
#Australia is working hard to keep state borders open, so that we can travel
to different parts of our beautiful country! Even if there are no cases in your
community, with people coming and going in your area, it’s important to do
what you can to keep safe.
Keep washing your hands regularly, stay two big steps away from others,
stay home if you don’t feel well, and get tested if you have any #COVID19
symptoms. When you have a chance to, get your COVID-19 #vaccine.

All viruses change or mutate slightly over time. The longer #COVID19 goes
around communities across the world, the more chances it has to mutate.
This is why #stoppingthespread of the virus is so important.
The COVID-19 vaccines available in #Australia will still be effective against
new variants of the virus. If COVID-19 continues to mutate, it may mean that
people will need to be vaccinated again in the future.
To get the most up to date information, visit www.health.gov.au/initiativesand-programs/covid-19-vaccines/is-it-true

#COVID19 vaccines work by training your body to recognise and fight the
virus that causes COVID-19. It doesn’t mean you can’t get COVID-19, but it
reduces how sick you would get from the virus.
The vaccine cannot give you COVID-19. The COVID-19 vaccines will not
change your genes or your DNA in any way.

You may have many questions about COVID-19 vaccines. To keep
everyone safe, make sure the information you’re reading, listening to and
sharing is from a credible source.
To get the most up to date information, visit www.health.gov.au/initiativesand-programs/covid-19-vaccines/is-it-true

#COVID19 #outbreaks are still happening across the country. #StaySafe
by staying up to date!
Keep up to date by visiting your state or territory website or health.gov.au

Further social media content is available at www.health.gov.au/resources/collections/covid-19vaccination-communication-materials-aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-peoples#social-media

INFOGRAPHICS
How fast can COVID-19 spread in
unvaccinated people?
Poster + social image and captions

COVID-19 spreads like wildfire in
communities
Poster + social image and captions
COVID-19 infects young and healthy people
as well
Poster + social image and captions
Access resources here

POSTERS
The best time for pregnant women to get
vaccinated is now
ACCESS HERE

Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander peoples
aged 12 and over can now have the
COVID-19 vaccine
ACCESS HERE
‘For All of Us’ (Larrakia Nation children)
campaign poster
ACCESS HERE

ADVERTISING
For All of Us
Model Samantha Harris, musician Baker Boy,
paralympian Amanda Reid, chef Nornie Bero, street
artist Tori-Jay Mordey and renowned didgeridoo player and
vocalist William Barton are some of the Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander peoples who have joined together to
encourage further vaccination uptake and help to overcome
vaccine hesitancy.
ACCESS HERE

More Reasons
This social animation, produced for Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander peoples, discusses the reasons why you
should get the COVID-19 vaccination.
ACCESS HERE

REWARDS PROGRAMS
Did you know that Australian organisations can offer rewards to fully vaccinated people?
Find out more about what you can do here.

OTHER USEFUL RESOURCES
You can also access a range of other useful resources to help promote COVID-19
vaccination, including:
• E-Direct Mail and newsletter sample content
• Explainer videos

• The latest Australian Technical Advisory Group on Immunisation (ATAGI) advice
• Information on getting vaccinated for COVID-19
• Statistical data about Australia’s COVID-19 vaccinations.

CONTACT US
Should you need any more information, we would be more than happy to support you.
Please get in touch with us at:
covidvaccinecomms@health.gov.au
COVID-19 vaccination information for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples is
available at:
www.health.gov.au/initiatives-and-programs/covid-19-vaccines/indigenous

